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Clark Lane Middle School
Main Office, Press 1
Report Absence, Press 2
Nurse (Health Office), Press 3
School Counseling Office, Press 4
Assistant Principal, Press 5


To reach teachers by email: first initial, followed by 
last name @waterfordschools.org
For example: thoward@waterfordschools.org


    To view Clark Lane’s staff directory: 


NOTE:  To report your student’s absence, you can 
also email: clms-attend@waterfordschools.org


UPCOMING EVENTS!
Mark your calendars!


Thurs., March 7 – Parent Teacher 
Conferences, Early Dismissal
Fri., March 8 - End of Trimester 2
Mon., March 11 - Trimester 3 begins (It’s a 
Day 2.)
Wed., March 27 - Career Day (7th grade)
Fri., March 29 - School Holiday, No School


REMINDER for ALL 
STUDENTS!


Bring your school-issued 
device with you to school 
EVERY DAY!  Be sure to 


charge your device or bring 
your charger with you!


Also, don’t forget to bring a 
refillable water bottle with you 


to school daily!


    Thank you for your attention! 😊


James M. Sachs
Principal


Tomeka K. Howard
Assistant Principal


Hello CLMS Parents and Guardians! 


Let’s march into this month by celebrating all of our 
successes at Clark Lane Middle School and having a 
growth mindset on what we would like to accomplish as 
we continue to do our best daily!  Students: What are 
your goals, glows and grows for the month?  How can we 
help you achieve them?
Pride in our Behavior, Learning, & Community!


Please enjoy this newsletter!!!


                                    Mr. Sachs & Mrs. Howard


GLOW:  Many students 
have shown growth and 
some improvement in 
the cafeteria and hallway 
conduct. In addition, the 
behavior at the dance 
was exemplary.  Thank 
you for your collaboration 
and support.


GROW:   Thank you for 
continuing to support 
your student and our 
school climate by 
reviewing the PRIDE 
Matrix consistently. 



mailto:thoward@waterfordschools.org

mailto:clms-attend@waterfordschools.org
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            Spring Parent Conferences 
Clark Lane Middle School will be hosting Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences on 
Thursday, March 7th from 12:30 – 2:30 pm so we will be following a shortened 
day schedule for students.
These conferences are one way in which you have the opportunity to meet with your 
child’s teachers and to learn about his/her progress to date. Generally, conferences 
can be scheduled with any individual teacher with whom you would like to meet. 
In addition, if you would like a conference with more than one teacher, a team 
conference (or partial team conference) is sometimes available on these days, 
time permitting. 
We are asking parents who would like a conference to please email your 
conference request.  If you are interested in a short conference (approximately 
10-15 minutes) with an individual teacher, please email that teacher directly to 
schedule a time.  If you are interested in meeting with one or more of your child’s 
teachers, please email your child’s homeroom teacher indicating with whom you 
would like to meet. In your email, please identify a range of time that you are 
available. 
Teachers can be emailed by using first initial + last name@waterfordschools.org 
(e.g. Tomeka Howard: thoward@waterfordschools.org). If you do not have access 
to email, you may call the school at 860-443-2837 to leave a message for the 
teacher with whom you would like to meet.   We look forward to seeing you!


 


Clark Lane Middle School…


Drop off Procedures/Times


Parents may drop off students no 
sooner than 7:15am. Students wait in 
the cafeteria before proceeding to 
Homeroom.
Students who arrive after 8 am MUST 
be signed in at the Main Office (in the 
back of the building) by a 
parent/guardian. Please accompany 
your student into the building.


Early Dismissal Procedure


We ask that you make every attempt to 
NOT dismiss your student after 2:15 
pm, unless a note was given in the 


morning.  It is a disruption to the end of 
the school day and traffic management.
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Clark Lane Middle School…


Did you know…March is Women’s History Month?   This year, the 2024 
National Women’s History Theme is 
“Women Who Advocate for Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion”.


To find out 
more, 
click the code.


                         


Due to the rescheduling of the 
Presidential Primary from April 30, 
2024 to April 2, 2024, there was an 
adjustment made to the April 
Professional Learning Day.  April 30th 
will now be a full day of school for 
staff and students and April 2nd will 
be a Professional Learning Day for 
staff and no school for students. See 
revised calendar.


Wednesday, 
May 22, 2024


5:30-7 pm
More info 


coming soon!


Please note: The last day of school is also now Friday, June 14th.
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Clark Lane Middle School…


DID YOU KNOW…since it’s March, that can only mean one thing?!?  Pi Day is 
just around the corner! Pi day is observed on March 14 (the 3rd month) since 3, 1 
and 4 are the first three significant digits of pi. Pi day openly promotes the 
celebration of mathematics education, the collective enjoyment of mathematics and the 
ageless interest in pi. Pi (often represented by the lowercase Greek letter π), is one 
of the most well-known mathematical constants, which represents the ratio of a 
circle’s circumference to its diameter. For any circle, the distance around the edge 
is a little more than three times the distance across.
Pi is an irrational number (a decimal with no end and no repeating pattern) that is 
most often approximated with the decimal 3.14 or the fraction 22/7.
Pi occurs in many areas of mathematics, far too many to list here. However, the 
study of pi begins around middle school, when students learn about the 
circumference and area of circles. As mentioned previously, Pi Day falls on March 
14th, which also happens to be Albert Einstein's birthday. Who knew?


Pi exists in many mathematical and scientific applications. 
Technological advancements over the last 60 years or so 
allow us to explore the famous number even more deeply than 
ever before! Here’s a link to guide you through your discovery 
of Pi, if you’re interested in learning more:  
https://www.piday.org/learn-about-pi/.


 Happy Pi Day!  And thank you, Ms. deCastro, for sharing!


On the evening of April 3, 2024, under the 
direction of Clark Lane Middle School Drama 
Coach, Mr. Barry, Clark Lane Players will 
perform the one-hour ("junior") version of 
the Broadway musical Fiddler on the Roof 
(book by Joseph Stein, music by Jerry Bock, 
lyrics by Sheldon Harnick). Ticket information 
coming soon! Mark your calendars!



https://www.piday.org/learn-about-pi/
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Clark Lane Middle School…


Principal Sachs celebrates a birthday 
this month. 


 Help us wish Mr. Sachs                
a very Happy Birthday! 


Did you know…National Read 
Across America Day is celebrated 
every year on March 2nd, which is 
the birthday of American author Dr. 
Seuss?  This is why it is also known 
as Dr. Seuss Day.


This is a day dedicated to 
encouraging children                          
and young people to read                   
and motivating parents                      
and teachers to help them do so.       
For more information, click                                   
the code!
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Clark Lane Middle School…


Misplaced something?  
Think you left it at school?  


Check the 
LOST & FOUND 


table in 
Clark Lane’s cafeteria!


          


       Reminder to Parents!
Wondering how your student is doing in 
his/her classes?  Curious what grades your 
student has? Is your student coming to 
class prepared?  Is your student missing 
assignments?  Not completing assigned 
work? Be sure to check PowerSchool 
for comments. For many teachers, this 
is their means of daily, sometimes 
weekly communication.


For help logging in to PowerSchool, 
check out the page on our website 
shared here: 


yearbooks are 
priceless for many 


reasons! 
“I’m so glad I didn’t buy a yearbook,” 
said no one, ever!  Why wouldn’t your 


child want the important school 
memories with them forever?   


BUY A YEARBOOK NOW!
There's nothing else like your school yearbook. Get your 


hands on the limited edition collection of our stories from 
the year. Share it with your friends today and hang on to it 


for years to come!


ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


www.jostens.com


Trimester Two ends 
on Friday, 


March 8th!
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Clark Lane Middle School…


We’re Still Collecting for  
Clark Lane Closet   


                                                                                                                                                                                         


The Clark Lane Closet is filled with 
new and gently used clothes and 
toiletries for our students.  We 
encourage our students to shop in the 
closet at any time for any reason. 
Forget your gym clothes? Take 
something from the closet! Spill pasta 
sauce on your shirt at lunch? Grab a new 
one! Forgot warm clothes for your 
Project O trip? Take a jacket. Things are 
a little tight at home and you need a 
wardrobe refresh? Grab a bag and fill it 
up! What a fabulous idea!


For our students to continue to access 
the closet, we are still in need of new 
or gently used (no rips or stains, 
please!): sweatpants, gym shorts, 
flared or wide leg jeans, long and short 
sleeve shirts and sweatshirts.


To arrange for a donation drop-off,  
please contact Ms. Kaitlyn Sullivan at 
Ksullivan@waterfordschools.org


We appreciate your support!


Did you know…thirteen staff 
members at Clark Lane Middle School 
actually attended Clark Lane! Wow!  
Pretty cool!
And, Clark Lane Middle School used to 
be called Clark Lane Junior High!  Who 
knew?
 


  Photos courtesy of 8th grade student, Lachlan Burdy



mailto:Ksullivan@waterfordschools.org





Enjoy these photos from the 


Winter Carnival Dance
Sponsored by CLMS Student Council


held after school on February 2, 2024


Dance photos 
courtesy of 


CLMS parent, 
P. Huoppi







Enjoy more photos from the 


Winter Carnival Dance


Special Thank 
you to Mrs. 


Provo-Parker 
and her students 


for the fancy 
decorations at 


our dance!
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Clark Lane Middle School…


Celebrating our School Resource Officer
At Clark Lane Middle School, we are fortunate to 
have Officer Lane with us every day. On February 
15, 2024, we celebrated National School Resource 
Officer Day by thanking Officer Lane for all he does 
on a daily basis to keep the students and staff at 
Clark Lane Middle School safe!  Having Officer 
Lane with us on a daily basis is something we all 
appreciate so much!
Thank you, Officer Lane, for all you do for the 
community of Clark Lane and the community of 
Waterford!  We appreciate you!Photo courtesy of 8th grade student, 


Summer Discordia
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Clark Lane Middle School…


Leadership Class Seeks 
Donations from Community


The leadership class is currently trying to give a little love to the greenhouse in the 
courtyard that was neglected during Covid in the hopes to start growing 
vegetables in the spring. They are currently working on fixing the door that has 
broken hinges, are going to be laying cover below the stones to prevent weeds and 
will be using epoxy to fill holes as well as work to get the shed back on its tracks.  
We will eventually be in need of shelving, soil and seeds and maybe a little 
outdoor type shed to keep gardening tools in so we can hopefully start plants from 
seeds.  


If you have access to these things, or would like to make a donation to help their 
efforts, please reach out to Ms. Barnes or Ms. Dinatali.                                                      


We would really appreciate any help you can give!


 Movimiento Cultural Comes to Clark Lane
Members of our community learned all about 
Bomba, which is Puerto Rico’s oldest dance and 
music style with Movimiento Cultural Afro 
Continental, Inc. at Clark Lane Middle School 
on Friday, February 23.  Many participants even 
learned the rhythms and dance protocol by 
participating!  Big thanks to the Clark Lane 
PTO for their generous part in bringing this 
program to our school and for Mamado food 
truck for stopping by after the performance.      
A great time was had by all who attended! 


Photos courtesy of Mrs. Fedor







Clark Lane Middle School


Celebrates National 
School Social Worker Week


March 3rd-9th
Thank you to Mr. Tyskiewicz! We appreciate all you do!


Did you know…School Social Work Week is marked every first full week of 
March to celebrate school social workers across the nation and appreciate their 
work in helping students achieve academic success? Did you know social work began 
in U.S. schools over 110 years ago by visiting teachers? 
School social workers are professionals within the social work field that work with 
teachers, parents and school administrators. They help students deal with mental 
health and behavioral challenges and provide academic and classroom support. 
They also help in developing education policies, work with crisis interventions and 
identify and report child neglect and abuse.
The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) will help lead the 2024 Social 
Work Month celebration in March with the theme “Empowering Social Workers.” 
According to the National Association of Social Workers, social work is one of the 
fastest growing professions in the United States, according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS). It predicts nearly 800,000 people will work as social workers in the 
United States by 2032, an increase of seven percent over the decade. Wow!
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Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s


Need to see your 
counselor?  


Stop in the School 
Counseling Office and 
set up an appointment 
with Ms. Abate.


Ask the counselors…
What was your favorite elective in Middle 


school?
Ms. Dolce reports, “Home Economics class (modern day 
Life and Consumer Science)!” 
Ms. Dinatali shares, “Home Economics!  Cooking and 
sewing!”
Mrs. Lloyd says, “I went to a small K-8 school, and had only 
around 45 students in my grade; therefore, we didn’t really have 
the opportunity to take electives until I got to high school!  We 
did have a combined 6-8th grade chorus and band with a 
phenomenal music teacher.  CLMS students are so lucky              
to have many different options!”


7th Graders…Save the Date!
Career Day will be on Wednesday, March 27th from 9 
to 11 am at Clark Lane Middle School. There will be  
20-25 professionals from the community who share 
information about their careers and career paths with 
our 7th graders. Students will rotate through four 
different presentations and learn about four different 
careers through hands on activities, PowerPoint 
presentations, Q&A and class discussions. 
In case students are wondering, it’s a Day 2. The 
schedule will be a little different to accommodate this 
event. Periods will run: A, F, C, D, E & B.


We are so appreciative of all our professionals for 
volunteering their time to join us and to share their 
experiences with our students!


 


    


What is a School 
Counselor?


School Counselors, formerly 
referred to as "guidance 
counselors", help ALL 
students improve academic 
achievement, support 
personal and social 
development and assist with 
college and career planning. 
Every student will meet with 
one of the school counselors 
during some point in their 
Clark Lane Middle School 
career, whether it is 
individually, in a group or 
during a classroom lesson. 
We are here for EVERY 
student to help make middle 
school a little bit easier! 


We "loop" with our students, 
so the school counselor your 
child has as a 6th grade 
student will remain with 
your child throughout their 
time at Clark Lane!
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The Clark Lane Middle School community participated in the Great Kindness Challenge 
from February 5th - 9th led by the students in the Leadership class.  The purpose 
was to encourage kindness, gratitude, encouragement and more throughout the 
week and beyond!


Each day during the week there was a different spirit theme and a challenge, in order 
to help spread kindness at Clark Lane. The challenge was for students to complete 
20 or more acts on the list provided to them by the end of the week.  Some of those 
kind acts included: lend a pencil to a friend, smile at 25 people, draw a picture and give it 
to someone, bring a flower to the office staff, recycle trash, hug a friend, make a new 
friend…and many more! There were also spirit days associated with our kindness 
theme (see calendar below), of which many students participated. In fact, several 
students completed 20 or more acts of kindness and were honored at a pancake 
breakfast!  Great job, students!  


CLMS Leadership Class Update


  Photos 
courtesy of 


CLMS staff
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Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s


   UCFS  Healthcare
Don’t forget! Clark Lane 
Middle School has a 
School-Based Health 
Center (SBHC).  For more 
information, click the code:


To directly contact the 
School Health Office, call: 


860-437-6977
or email:


Cl_nurses@waterfordschools.org


Confidential faxes may
be sent directly to the 


Health Office 
860-437-2179


         Health Office Update
National Sleep Awareness Week is celebrated 
March 10-16th.  According to American Academy of 
Sleep Medicine, 6-12 years old should get 9-12 
hours of sleep per 24 hours, while 13-18 years old 
should get 8-10 hours of sleep per 24 hours.


Ideas to promote good sleep health:
● Stick to a consistent sleep schedule
● Limit light exposure/technology at bed time
● Be active during the day
● Avoid caffeine at bedtime


If you follow these simple guidelines, expect a good 
night’s sleep!


Don’t forget!  If your child 
has any injuries,  please make 
sure you report it to the Health 


Office.


Tips for Healthy Children and Teens
Ensure adequate sleep


Reduce screen time


Develop healthy eating habits


Limit snacks with lots of salt, added sugar and 


saturated fat


Help children and teens stay active


Attention Parents
We are still completing  
Scoliosis Screenings for 
8th grade boys.
Please call the 
Health Office with 
any questions.



mailto:Cl_nurses@waterfordschools.org





News from IT
                                            
March 2024                   especially for Clark Lane Middle School


   Literally connecting us all…


Students are REMINDED to bring their 
devices to school every day, preferably 
charged and ready to go!  There is a 
limited number of Chromebooks for 
students to borrow throughout the day on 
a first come, first serve basis.  
Students who need to borrow a 
Chromebook should go to library after 
checking in at homeroom!  
For information about Waterford Public 
School’s 
One-to-One Device Program, click on the 
QR code here: 


Problems with your 
Chromebook?  


Email: 
techsupport@


waterfordschools.
org


FYI: All Waterford students in Waterford Public 
Schools are issued an email account starting in sixth 
grade (username@my.waterfordschools.org). For 
students in Grades 6-8, email can only be sent and 
received within the Waterford domain. For students 
in Grades 9-12, email can be sent and received 
outside of the domain.


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION: 


Can students customize 
backgrounds/wallpapers on a 


school issued device?
We encourage students to personalize 


their background, but any images set as 
a device or browser background must 
be school appropriate. Inappropriate 


media may not be used as a device 
background; presence of guns, 


weapons, pornographic materials, 
inappropriate language, alcohol, drugs, 


or gang-related symbols is not 
permitted.


Your student’s school device is now protected by Securly, 
helping keep them safe when they go online.
With the Securly Home app (included with your district’s 
Securly partnership), parents can safeguard their child’s 
online activity when devices come home!
Click the link to connect you to the WPS district website for 
more information!







Lost your charger?
How to order a replacement charger:


The Student 
Device 
Protection 
Program 
does not 
cover lost 
chargers, so 
there is a 
fee. With or 
without 
Device 
Protection, 
the current 
replacement 
cost is $22. 
Once 
payment 
has 
processed, 
the charger 
will be 
delivered to 
your 
student's 
school. 
Please allow 
for 
processing 
and delivery 
time.







         March 2024
Egret Team 


Connecting with our 6th grade


Egret Science News


    Photos courtesy of Mrs. Venditti


Mrs. Venditti reports, “Egret 
students are learning about 


our changing world, 
specifically how water erodes 
the Earth's surface. They were 


able to learn about this concept 
not only by doing a mini 


stream table lab, but also with 
a larger scale table built by 
sixth grade Heron Science 
teacher,  Mr. Guarraia.”        


Fun stuff!







     March 2024
Terrapin Team 


Connecting with our 8th grade


Terrapin Team Positive Participation Celebration 
We know that students who exhibit positive participation are more engaged, learn more, 
enjoy school more, feel more confident, and are generally happier.  
Positive participation looks like:


● raising your hand
● sharing your ideas with others in class
● having appropriate materials out and ready
● being on task (including not on off-task or game websites)
● asking appropriate questions (We LOVE when you ask questions to better 


understand either directions or the content we are teaching!)
● see assignments as opportunities for learning and value them - whether they 


are graded or not!


The Terrapin Team is excited to celebrate the following students for demonstrating 
positive participation in their core classes throughout the first half of 8th grade:


Liliana Aguilar Marina Matsas
Lachlan Burdy Fletcher Neal
Tobiasz Cygler Ginger Newman
Ella Devito Christian O’Connor
Gianna Gingras Maisie Page
Ruhin Gupta Griffen Shinault
Gabriel Harkins Robert Sommers
Arianna Hermoza Sophia Terracciano
Kassidy Klusek Aubrey Tucker
Elvis Macrino Teresa Turner


We are so proud of you!
~ Terrapin Teachers
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Art News
The CLMS Community Murals located in the M-Wing of 
Clark Lane Middle School is a dedicated space for 8th 
grade students and staff to purchase an individual mural 
space for $10.00. The donation helps to offset the costs of 
paint and materials involved in preparing and producing this 
mural.  Contact Mrs. Provo-Parker at CLMS for details.
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Looking to make a 
donation?


CLMS Art 
Department 
has a wish list!


Gift certificates for 


paints and painting 


supplies are always 


welcome!


March is Youth Art Month! We will be celebrating with our Waterford Public 
Schools Annual Student Art Exhibit at the Waterford Public Library. The exhibit 
will be hung on March 1, 2024 and will stay up until the end of the month. 


Please take the opportunity to stop by the public library during regular hours to 
view the exhibit that will include the artwork of our PK to grade 12 students. 


Youth Art Month was created in 1961.  Youth Art Month exists to:


1.    Recognize art education as a viable factor in                                                                                
the total education curricular that develops                                                                   
citizens of a global society.


2.    Recognize art is a necessity for the full                                                                      
development of better quality of life for all.
3.    Direct attention to the value of art education                                                                   
for divergent and critical thinking.
4.    Expand art programs in schools and                                                                                    
stimulate new art programs.
5.    Encourage commitment to the arts by                                                                           
students, community organizations and                                                                             
individuals everywhere.
 


We hope you take the opportunity to check out 
          the work of our talented artists!


Photo of last year’s art exhibit courtesy of 
Mrs. Provo-Parker
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 @ Clark Lane Middle School                             March 2024


Intro to Culinary Students Use 
Chemistry in the Kitchen


Mrs. Loguidice reports, “Trimester 2 
Introduction to Culinary students spent 
time learning about the chemistry of cookies 
and have had a chance to practice some 
cookie baking skills.                                    


Fun was had by all!”


Advanced Culinary Students Measure Up!


Trimester 2 Advanced Culinary 
students have practiced their measuring 
skills using a kitchen scale rather than 
measuring cups & spoons. It was a fun 
and beneficial learning experience for all!


Connecting with 


Photos courtesy of Mrs. LoguidicePhotos courtesy of Mrs. Loguidice







Family & Consumer Science
 @ Clark Lane Middle School                             March 2024


Plating Experts in Advanced Culinary
Learning how to plate foods attractively is an important skill to develop for 
budding chefs. Here, Trimester 2 Advanced Culinary students used the elements of 
design and a decorating kit including syrup, strawberries, mint leaves and 
chocolate chips to decorate their snack plate.  Job well done!


Connecting with 


Photos courtesy of Mrs. Loguidice







                Music Department
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Reminder!
Clark Lane Middle School’s Jazz Band 
meets on Tuesday mornings before 
school. If you play a band instrument, 
guitar, piano or bass, see Mr. Robarge 
for more information!


  Connecting with Clark Lane’s


CONCERT DATES


Spring Concert for Grades 7 and 8 will 
be held Tuesday, May 14th. 


Spring Concert for Grade 6  will be 
Thursday, May 16th.


More information will be shared as those 
dates get closer. Did you know…World Music 


Therapy Day is celebrated on March 1 
every year and is a day for people 
worldwide to celebrate the healing 
power of music? Music Therapy uses 
music to reduce stress and improve 
mood and self-expression through 
listening, singing, playing 
instruments, or composing music. 
Interesting! For more information or 
facts about Music Therapy, visit: 
https://www.holidaycalendar.io/holid
ay/world-music-therapy-day


CLMS Students Participate in  
Connecticut Eastern Regionals Middle 


School Music Festival


Congratulations to our excellent 
Waterford musicians for a terrific 
performance Saturday, February 24 
at RHAM High School! Clark Lane 
students joined over 400 of their 
peers from Eastern Connecticut and 
worked with nationally recognized 
composers and conductors for the event. 
We are very excited that our students were able 
to share in this experience! 
 



https://www.holidaycalendar.io/holiday/world-music-therapy-day

https://www.holidaycalendar.io/holiday/world-music-therapy-day





Congratulations to our excellent Waterford musicians for a terrific 
performance Saturday, February 24, 2024 


at 
Connecticut Eastern Regionals Middle School Music Festival 


Photos 
courtesy of the      


Music 
department







Physical Education Department                                                                            
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A message from the PE Team at Clark Lane
7th and 8th grade students completed their Badminton Unit with competitive 
round-robin tournaments.  All classes competed in teams of two or three.  At the 
end of the tournament, the top seeded teams played in semi final and 
championship rounds to determine our class champions!  Featured below are 
the class champions who received a small prize in addition to this recognition.  
Special shout-out to Chase Nolda who was a 2X class champion as a double AND 
singles tournament player.  We look forward to sharing the class champions in the 
next Clark Lane Connects at the conclusion of our volleyball unit!


-PE Team


Ms. Shannon, Mrs. Livingston & Mr. Lloyd
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Photos courtesy of the PE department


Chase N. & Tucker B.


John R., Nate K., & Alex S.


Chase N. 


Ms. Dinatali & Lily P.


Marina M. & Leah S.


Michael V., Tyler G. & 
Jack J.


Ramon G-A.. & Eli R.


Noah K., Nate G., & 
Riley K.


Sebastian P., (missing from 
photo: Jiaqi L., & Violet M.)







Clark Lane Middle School’s 


Boys Basketball Team
Wins ECMSC Championship


Photos submitted by Principal Sachs


Congratulations to the Clark Lane Middle School boys basketball team on their big 
win over New London on February 29, 2024!   Our CLMS Boy's Basketball Team 
brought home the championship, beating Bennie Dover Jackson Middle School 
51-49 in overtime!!!! It was an incredibly exciting game! Congratulations Coach 
Rocha on a great first season! Go Lancers!!







Clark Lane Middle School  


Wrestling Team Highlights


Photos submitted by Coach Giori


Congratulations to the Clark Lane Middle School wrestling team! Coach Giori 
reports, “Finishing 9-2 on the season, they had MANY outstanding performances and 
the improvements made are staggering – wrestling is a very tough sport and the team 
competed with heart all the way through. A big shout-out to parents and staff for all the 
support throughout the season!” Great job, team!


 







Clark Lane Middle School  


Girls Basketball Wraps Up Season


Photos courtesy of CLMS parent, 
E. Bassett


Coach Guarraia shares, “The Clark Lane Middle School girls’ basketball season has 
officially come to an end.  The team finished the regular season 8-3, tied for second best 
record in the conference.  After earning a first round bye and home-court advantage in 
the playoffs, the team ultimately lost to Stonington in the second round.  Teachers and 
staff: THANK YOU for making this season a success.   Your attendance at games, 
flexibility with schedules and overall support are very much appreciated!”                                  
Great job, girls!  We’re proud of you!







En la clase 
de español


6th graders  are working on 
their end of trimester project 
in which they will showcase 
everything they have learned 
in Spanish class. Encourage 
them to say their lines to you! 
You’ll be surprised how much 
they have learned in one 
trimester!
7th graders are learning to say 
the time  in Spanish to 
describe their school day and 
their schedule. They will also 
learn to talk about activities 
they do in each class. 
Students will explore the 
schedules of students in 
different Spanish speaking 
countries and learn about the 
school day in countries such 
as Costa Rica and Spain!
8th graders will soon start 
their  next unit, in which they 
will learn to exchange 
information about 
future plans while
responding to an
invitation. In this unit, they will 
explore what sports and 
activities kids do in Spanish- 
speaking countries. 


       WORLD  LANGUAGE  NEWS 


Dans la classe de 
français


6th graders have recently 
learned about the holidays 
celebrated in France, including 
Bastille Day (their 4th of July) 
celebrated on le 14 juillet (July 
14th) and Mardi Gras, which we 
celebrated at an after school 
event a couple weeks ago!  We’re 
ending our final unit with a short 
quiz before the end of this 
trimester, which means sadly, 
our time together is almost done; 
however, I am hopeful that your 
student has enjoyed their time in 
French class!
7th graders will be working on  
drawings of their dream room 
and are beginning to work on 
prepositions of location in the 
House Unit.   They should be 
continuing to study the irregular 
verb: être.  Before long, we’ll be 
starting our fourth unit, where 
students will be discussing their 
own school schedules and 
schedules and classes that are 
taken by French students.
8th graders are still focusing 
on “big four” irregular verbs: 
avoir, être, aller and faire.  
Students will soon be working on 
an oral presentation in French 
about their activities throughout 
the year, focusing on our unit 
vocabulary.  In fact, all of the 
vocabulary and verbs they learn 
at CLMS will help the students 
who continue French at WHS! 
☺


A classe linguae 
latinae


6th graders have completed a 
final project for the story they 
read in Latin where they are 
tasked with diving back into the 
text to create a comic strip 
slideshow for the events that 
took place, all in Latin! In the 
process they have learned about 
Pompeii, Herculaneum, and Mt. 
Vesuvius, and the importance of 
these towns for archaeologists 
today. They are now beginning a 
mini history unit on Rome and 
delve into some famous figures.


7th graders are continuing their 
mythology unit into Hercules! 
They will be learning about the 
12 Labors of Hercules as well as 
why he completed them. They 
will read about some of the 
labors in Latin texts and create 
slideshows to re-tell them as 
they learn about this 
mythological hero. At the end 
they will watch the Disney 
movie and then write a 
persuasive paper to give Disney 
a grade based on their portrayal 
of the actual mythology. In this 
unit students have begun 
learning about verb 
conjugations in the            
present tense.


8th graders are continuing to 
read the Aeneid, in Latin. They 
have followed Aeneas as he 
sailed from Troy, throughout 
the Mediterranean to find a 
place to establish Rome. 
Students have reviewed the 
imperfect and imperfect tenses, 
and also learned about subject 
pronouns in Latin. 


Connecting our corner of the globe to yours 
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Clark Lane Middle School celebrates 


Mardi Gras
Sponsored by the French Club


Photos courtesy of Ms. Barnes 


On Monday, February 12, 2024, French students from Waterford High School 
came to Clark Lane Middle School to co-host an afternoon of celebration for 
Mardi Gras with our French Club!  Mardi Gras (or Fat Tuesday, in French) refers to 
events of the Carnival celebration, beginning on or after the Christian feasts of 
the Epiphany and culminating on the day before Ash Wednesday. 
Students were given passports to travel from one activity to the next, where they 
were able to make masks and bracelets, play French Bingo, color pictures related 
to Mardi Gras, play lawn games like spike ball and cornhole led by the high 
school students, answer trivia questions about France and French culture, take 
pictures at a “photo booth” and even eat delectable crêpes, made for them by the 
high school French students!  Madame Deojay reports, “Fun was had by all who 
attended!”







French Language Day
       What You Need to Know and How We Will Celebrate!


French Language Day is on March 20 and we’re more than excited to celebrate with some French 
culture, language and history as we ask…parlez-vous français? Even if you don’t speak the 
language, there’s a lot of aspects of French culture to learn about. This occasion is meant to respect 
multilingualism and cultural diversity. 
Did you know…when most people think of French, they think of France, but it’s actually 
Africa that has the most French speakers?  
Here are five facts about French for French Language Day:
1. Recognized language


French was one of the first two working languages used by the United Nations.
2. Social media ranking


French is the sixth most common language on the internet.
3. Simplicity


French is one of the easiest languages to learn for English speakers.
4. Fast growth


French isn't the most commonly spoken language, but it's a fast-growing language.
5. Wide-spread


French is spoken on five different continents.


How we plan to celebrate at CLMS
Students: Join us on Wednesday, March 20 after school in L100 for crêpes to 


celebrate French Language Day.  This event is sponsored by the French Club at Clark 
Lane Middle School.  Students must sign up in advance.  Limited space is available!  
Sign up with Mme. Deojay in L200. 







Helping your 6th grader choose a 
language 


Prepared for you by the CLMS World Language Teachers 


6th grade students will soon be choosing 
their World Language class for the next two 
years. This means that whatever language 
they choose for 7th grade, will be the same 
language they will study in 8th grade and 
they cannot change their choice once 7th 
grade has begun. 


While we encourage parents to discuss the options with 
their sixth graders, we kindly remind parents to please 
honor the decision of your student as they have had the 
experience of learning each of the languages this year, 
interacting with the teachers, and following class 
dynamics that will be similar in the next two years. 


6th grade students 
in the Waterford District are fortunate 


to have the opportunity to try three 
different languages in their first year
 of middle school. This gives them a 
unique opportunity to not only meet 


the teachers that they will potentially 
have for the next two years, but also to 
explore and discover new vocabulary 


and new cultural experiences.


HOW IT WORKS


This is a very important and personal decision! 


Salve


At this early stage of language learning, we find that students who actually choose the 
language they enjoyed the most in 6th grade bring a positive attitude with them to class 
and tend to perform better. 


Attention 6th Grade Parents 







There are currently three World Language Junior Honor Societies open to students in 8th grade  
at Clark Lane Middle School.  Students are selected at the end of Trimester 2 based on their 
current overall grade in French, Latin or Spanish.  In fact, potentially eligible students are 


invited by their teachers at the end of seventh grade to participate in the club associated with 
their language of choice for eighth grade.


The French Junior Honor Society (Jeunes Amis du Français), the Latin Junior Honor Society 
(National Junior Classical League) and the Spanish Junior Honor Society (La Sociedad Hispánica de 
Amistad) are honorary clubs that take part in special projects and/or events that promote interest 
in the study of French, Latin and Spanish and create enthusiasm for the respective language and 
culture in the school community and community at large.


To be eligible for membership in each individual honor society, candidates must:


● Be a current eighth grade student who is enrolled in a full academic year of 
French/Latin/Spanish


● Have completed two full trimesters of French/Latin/Spanish in middle school
● Have an A- or higher in all trimesters in French/Latin/Spanish (including in 7th grade)
● Exemplify good citizenship and maintain a record free from serious behavioral offenses, 


such as cheating and offensive language or actions.
● Participate in two language-related activities over the course of this academic year 


promoting the aims of the JAF, JCL or SHA: stimulating interest in French, Latin or 
Spanish and creating enthusiasm for and an understanding of Francophone culture, the 
Classical World and/or Hispanic culture  AND attend more than 50% of the meetings prior 
to the induction.


● Submit the completed application to the World Language teacher by the deadline
● Pay a one-time membership fee of $10 (Fee is used for induction cost and membership 


fee.)
● Be recommended by the French/Latin/Spanish teacher  


If your student is eligible, s/he will receive a letter by the middle of March with an application 
and instructions for applying.  Application requirements must also be met in order to be 
considered. There is a formal ceremony, which takes place in the spring.  


NOTE: The formal induction ceremony is in late April or May.  Rehearsal for the ceremony can be after school or 
during the school day.  If students miss class to attend the rehearsal, they are responsible for missed work.  Rehearsal 
is mandatory.


This is an extraordinary honor reserved for the highest achieving students.  We encourage all eligible 
students to participate.  


For more information, please contact your child’s World Language teacher.


Junior Honor Societies
                 What you need to know    







CONNECTIONS CLUBS
  After School Clubs @ Clark Lane Middle School     March 2024


The Connections Program offers a variety of afterschool 
clubs for students here at Clark Lane Middle School. These 
clubs offer students the ability to get involved in activities 


they enjoy after school and to meet new people and connect  
with the school.  
Generally, club meeting days & times are announced over the 
morning announcements; however, there is also a bulletin 
board outside of the Assistant Principal’s office where staff 
members post club flyers! Students: be sure to check this out!  


Come join the 
Hogwart’s Club! 


Hogwart’s Club meets on Wednesdays 
in the back of the library with Miss 
Koning.  Listen for announcements! Come 
join the fun!


Interested in joining 


Clark Lane’s Gaming Club?
This club meets on Mondays in 
Room M101.  Come find out what it’s 
all about!


Late Buses…What you Need to Know
Late buses run Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays unless there is a faculty 
meeting, which is typically the first 
Monday of the month.  If late buses are 
not running on a particular day, it will be 
announced.  Students take the late bus 
that goes to their area of town.  
Students will be issued a bus pass from 
the adult they are staying after school 
with, or they can get picked up in lieu of 
taking a bus. Late buses arrive at school 
at 3:40 pm.  


Did you know…findings indicate 
that after school programs can engage 
their students on a behavioral, 
cognitive and social level?   After 
school engagement positively 
correlates with academic achievement 
in mathematics and positive youth 
development.  Get involved!
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Join us for Rubik’s Cube Club!


This club meets Mondays after school.    Come to work 
on a mosaic, learn how to solve a cube or race others for 
fastest times.    See Mrs. Joyner for more information!
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Clark Lane’s GSA Club meets every other 
Tuesday after school for the entire school year.
Mr. Higgins and Mrs. Heller are co-advisors. 
Listen to the morning announcements for more 


information or just stop in to join us!
 


 Come join 
Clark Lane United


This group is dedicated to 
fostering a sense of belonging 
and community. We are 
currently writing a script for a 
public service announcement 
that will air on the morning 
announcements soon. We have 
a good core of regular 
attendees, but we are always 
looking for more members, to 
increase perspective in our 
conversations. Come join us 
Wednesdays after school in 
S106.


  Come join us for
    Perler Bead Club 


Perler Bead Club meets on either Tuesdays or 
Wednesdays this spring, depending on the 
week.  Each week, there is a different theme.  
Students can make something related to the 
theme or choose a design on their own. The 
upcoming meeting dates are:
March 6th, March 12th & March 13th
              Come join us!  Sign up in L200. 


 Listen for announcements for more information!


Student Council is still selling Waterford 
baseball hats!  Get yours today in the Main 
Office.  For information about joining Student 
Council, listen to the announcements or see Ms. 
Barnes in S112.


Coming soon!


Mr. McNeil’s Archery Club 
will be starting up in May!


Listen for announcements or 
see Mr. McNeil for more 
information on how to join!
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                   Baking Club Update


The Clark Lane Middle School Baking Club, under                                                          
the direction of Mrs. Loguidice, meets twice a month                                                                 
to bake some tasty seasonal treats. Listen to the morning                                                
announcements for meeting sign-up information!


Hope to see you there!


     Sign up in L100!


Our next trip is to Meigs Point Nature Center  (Hammonasset Beach State Park)
in Madison, Connecticut, where our “stewards of the sound” will learn all about 
the Connecticut coastline and the fragile salt marsh environment. Mr. McNeil 
shares, “With a two-mile sandy stretch of beach, a bustling campground, and serene 
nature preserve, Connecticut's largest shoreline park (Hammonasset) offers prime real 
estate for swimming, surfcasting, strolling the boardwalk, or just soaking in the rays 
and sweeping views of the Long Island Sound.” Meigs Point Nature Center is where 
we will explore our estuary and learn about what we can do to help preserve this 
vital ecosystem. Stay tuned for more information!


Clark Lane Middle School’s 
Stewards of the Sound


Photo courtesy of Mrs. Loguidice


Come join the French Club for crêpes on Wednesday, 
March 20th after school in L100 as we celebrate 
French Language Day!  All are welcome!  Students 
must sign up with Mme. Deojay in L200!  Limited 
space is available!
For more information, see
Mme. Deojay today!


Did you know… 
Hammonasset means, 
"where we dig holes in 
the ground"?  This is an 
eastern woodland Native 
American term used to 
describe their farming 
area along the 
Hammonasset River.
Who knew?
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In each of our monthly issues, we’ll 
introduce you to our staff here at 
Clark Lane Middle School and 
give you a little up close and 
personal.   In this issue, you’ll also 
meet the following NEW staff 
members:
Krista Stubbs, School Counseling 
Intern
Reggie White, School Cafeteria


Clark Lane Middle School


This month’s 


Did you know…that the mission 
of Clark Lane Middle School, an 
innovative community of lifelong 
learners, is “to ensure that every student 
demonstrates mastery of the academic and 
life skills necessary to achieve success and 
becomes a responsible citizen, by engaging 
students in challenging, comprehensive, 
and developmentally appropriate learning 
experiences in a safe environment which 
fosters integrity and respect within the 
school, local and global communities?”
And we work every day with our students to 
achieve this! 


Mrs. Rochester
This is Mrs. Rochester’s 14th year 
working at Clark Lane Middle School. 
She enjoys  traveling to National Parks, 
camping, boating and fishing! Mrs. 
Rochester shares, “I love collecting 
pictures I have taken of sewer covers from 
all over the United States - someday 
maybe I will publish them in a 
magnificent coffee table book.” Mrs. 
Rochester plans to spend her spring 
break traveling with friends.  Fun 
Fact: She will also soon be a 
grandmother to 14 grandchildren!!  
Wow! 
Some of her favorites include:
Favorite Food?  Any Seafood
Favorite Holidays? Halloween and 
Valentine’s Day
Favorite Hot Beverage? Mint tea
Favorite Subject in Middle School? 
Science with Mr. Scillieri at CLMS!  Yup! Mrs. 


Rochester was a student at CLMS!!!


Executive Secretary 
Principal’s Office
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Clark Lane Middle School


This month’s 


                 


     Mrs. Morgan
   6th grade, Language Arts
                       C206


This month’s 


      Mrs. Joyner
                    8th grade, Math
                                S105


                  
This is Mrs. Morgan’s 31st year 
teaching in WPS.  Wow! She has many 
hobbies, including: kayaking, 
gardening, hiking, reading, puzzles and 
walking/playing with her dogs: Fizzie & 
Oliver. When not correcting papers or 
at school, Mrs. Morgan loves 
spending time with family (dogs 
included).
 
Some of her other favorites include:


Favorite Day of the Week? Friday
Favorite Candy? KitKat
Favorite Season? Summer
Favorite Book? Mrs. Morgan shares, 
“This is the toughest question because it 
is so hard to choose one, but Life of Pi by 
Yan Martel is probably my favorite.”
Favorite Food? Anything with pasta
Favorite Holiday? Fourth of July


Mrs. Joyner has been in WPS for 
seventeen years and she also grew up in 
the town of Waterford.  A true Lancer!  This 
is actually Mrs. Joyner’s 27th year 
teaching! She enjoys playing piano and 
reading and hanging with her two labs: 
Munson and Wrigley.


Some of her favorites include:
Favorite Holiday? Thanksgiving


Favorite hot beverage? Coffee


Favorite season? Fall


Favorite book? Pride and Prejudice


Favorite Subject in Middle School? 
Science…who knew?!
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Clark Lane Middle School


Mr. White
                              Cafeteria
               


                   Ms.
              Stubbs 


                                 School
                                 Counseling Intern


Ms. Stubbs grew up in Utah.  The first 
thing she remembers wanting to be 
was a hairstylist. When asked what 
drew her to Waterford, she had this to 
say: “I like that Waterford is so close to 
the ocean. I grew up with mountains and 
I’m enjoying the change of living near the 
beach.”
Ms. Stubbs likes to crochet, read, watch 
movies, play games and explore nature.  
She also loves to travel. She has been to 
13 countries outside the US and had the 
opportunity to live in China for almost 
a year.  Cool! She is excited to get to 
know the students here at Clark Lane 
Middle School. If you see her, say Hi and 
introduce yourself! 


Some of her favorites include:
Favorite Season: Fall 
Favorite Subject in Middle School: 
Sewing class
Favorite Food:    Indian food
Favorite Holiday: Halloween


NEW


Mr. White, or Reggie, as he prefers to 
be called by students, is in his second 
year in WPS; however, he is NEW to 
our dining team!  Dianne Houlihan, 
Director of Dining Services shares, 
“Reggie brings many years of cooking & 
baking experience with him as a retired 
Navy Cook.” Reggie grew up in 
Plainfield, VT. He enjoys gardening, 
fishing and hunting and spending time 
with his three cats. Reggie is looking 
forward to the summer when he can 
garden and fish.  He’ll also be 
working part-time as a custodian. 


His other favorites include:         
Favorite Day of the Week: Wednesday                                       
Favorite Food:  Native Wild Brook 
Trout with homefries                      
Flowers or Chocolates: BOTH! 
Favorite Book: the hunt for 
red october by Tom Clancy                                              
Favorite Holiday: Thanksgiving


                              







What’s Cooking? 
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Students riding the bus 
who want breakfast in 
the morning should 
report directly to the 
Old Gym once they get 
off the bus and then 
immediately head to 
Homeroom for 
attendance.
If your student is a 
parent drop-off in the 
morning, those students 
wait in the cafeteria 
until the bell and can get 
breakfast there as they 
come in before 
Homeroom.


Breakfast is FREE 
for all students.


For information about Free/Reduced Price School 
Meals, click here:


Friendly Reminder
There have been reports 
of students taking food 
items from the lunch 
line without paying. 
Students can purchase 
snacks from the 
cafeteria if there is 
money on their lunch 
account. Please discuss 
this expectation with your 
student.
All food in the cafeteria 
is for sale and must be 


purchased. 


 







Join the CLMS PTO                                                        


Connect with us!
First off, Thank you!  Thank you to everyone who helped to support the Scholastic 
Book Fair! 
Please mark your calendars for our next CLMS PTO meeting on Tuesday, March 
19th at 5pm in the CLMS Library. We will be recapping events and fundraisers to 
date and discussing the following:
❖ Basket Bonanza (Friday, March 22nd)
❖ 8th grade dance & promotion activities
❖ End of year events/activities
❖ Openings for 2024-2025 PTO Positions
               We hope to see you there!


If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out. We appreciate your 
support of the CLMS PTO!     Thank you!


~Kate McDonald, President kste78@hotmail.com
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                                     Save the Date!
CLMS Basket Bonanza


Mark your calendars NOW!  The Annual CLMS Basket Bonanza will be held on 
Friday, March 22nd. 
We truly appreciate the support of the CLMS homerooms and donations from 
families to create baskets for the Basket Bonanza! 
Please check out the chart below with basket themes. All donations to homeroom 
baskets should be made by Thursday 3/7. If you don't see your homeroom listed, 
please make sure to check in with your homeroom teacher for more information. 


Our next meeting is Tuesday, 


March 19th 


at 5 pm


CLMS Library or 


on Zoom



mailto:kste78@hotmail.com









Did you know that you can support CLMS using Box Tops!?
Just download the app and you can support Clark Lane Middle School with 
purchases made in person or online. Visit https://www.boxtops4education.com/ 
to learn more and see a list of participating products. Thank you!



https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.boxtops4education.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2xZlbRgB4RKcm4LVgl7DA2vblNgb2IEHeAgjYpYwWwKNVa6tZmXasobdo&h=AT2h-lRX3E6xmbjmlAm6HwQjnU7QXmWESgEd3iebcy__yaRJqCAeZ3MDV_vjWZT13g8wN1FZ1p-qgGZ9jaQ6ZcQtCXWw0A9xbljCCbwuDKMzecB1fa3lGmkQ-m7rf3ol0hTMUGSHw8RlDZb8kpUEeYE&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0NoF43NiR_ecIeWwhWJMw6dNS4n8yA7pvxbARfwBqs7TjebOzbAvWCnrNrGSH-vxXNY4IA5oea8dATmFOnOqutUryi_1zAejT6u7FToON3CONyY7jHs89J4pAWbOc9kh9aC5XQlOHXyxyQrZEMNJFp1UP2lrt_e6lPXu0aMW-xQyB2n21N4QPnfu21aEo2A2euCPYDmsJp








